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It was one of those cases where Bliicher's ability
to make quick decisions stood him in good stead.
One can imagine to what interminable war coun-
cils such information would have led, had it
descended suddenly on Schwarzenberg's head-
quarters. Bliicher, on the contrary, at once and
flatly, refused to be guided by Bernadotte's orders.
In a letter to the latter he reminded him how often
he, Blucher, had renounced his own plans, how the
whole present situation, including the crossing of
the Saale, was of the Crown Prince's own making;
how without, hesitation, when he requested it, the
latter had been given the more favourable position:
"Your Royal Highness now informs me that you
intend to cross the Elbe at Aken. Through this
movement I shall be cut off from the Elbe and
nothing will remain for me but to join the main
army/'

Then follow words cleverly calculated to work
upon the Crown Prince's fears: "It is not yet
clear to me how your Royal Highness intends to
effect your crossing of the Elbe and how, after
the crossing, you will maintain yourself wedged
in as you will be between the enemy, the Elbe,
Magdeburg, and the Havel."

Blucher goes on to say that he himself is that day
sending out a reconnoitring expedition in the
direction of Leipzig to find out the truth about the
enemy's position and that also he has sent his
first aide de camp to the Tsar to acquaint him with
the position of his, Blucher's, own army and see